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Check... 
your milking machine 
By T. PAVY, B.Sc. (Agric.), Agricultural Adviser 
MILKING machine efficiency testing carried out by officers of the Department of Agriculture's Dairying Division have shown tha t many machines a re not up to 
s tandard . One reason for this is tha t farmers do not check their machines regu-
larly. 
A thorough check will not only help to 
main ta in milking efficiency, but will mean 
a bet ter chance of trouble free running 
dur ing the season. Here are the main 
steps to follow:— 
(1) Dismantle the machine, check and 
clean each par t thoroughly. Par ts 
below s tandard must be replaced 
or repaired. 
(2) Milk and air line joints should be 
cleaned and the rubber seals re-
newed if worn. 
(3) Worn and faulty rubberware is 
often the cause of low milk quality. 
Deteriorated rubberware on any 
par t of the machine must be re-
placed. Do not forget to check 
the releaser flap. 
(4) Check the machine for exposed 
copper or brass parts . If these are 
exposed to t inned surfaces with 
no insulation between them an 
electrolytic action may be set up. 
This accelerates the removal of 
the t inning and has tens the build-
up of milkstone. Re-t inning or 
replacing these par ts is essential. 
(5) The slope of the milk line is im-
por tant . Fall to the releaser should 
be 1 in. in 7 ft. 
(6) A stable vacuum of 15 in. is needed 
for efficient milking. This is con-
trolled by a vacuum regulator 
which must be checked thoroughly. 
(7) Pump capacity should be ade-
quate to ensure enough air reserve 
under normal working conditions. 
Pulsator action and squeeze re-
lease ratio are most important . 
Leaking pulsators must be re -
placed or repaired immediately. 
Inefficient pulsator action can 
do more t h a n waste t ime a t each 
milking, it can reduce production 
and even ruin a good cow. 
(8) Inflations should flit t he cups 
snugly and be free from cracks. 
The air admission holes should be 
about 1/32 in. in diameter and 
free from dirt to permit t he entry 
of air. 
Most district offices of the Department 
of Agriculture in dairying areas now have 
the full equipment for test ing milking 
machines, including pulsators. If you are 
in doubt your local district officer may be 
able to help you. 
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CHE is a game requiring skill, great concentra-
tion, clear thinking and careful planning 
Chess dates back to the 7th century but its origin is debatable 
and has, at various times been attributed to the Persians and 
the ancient Hindus. It has been the subject of a most 
extensive literature and it is on record that Ivan the Terrible 
died (1584) while playing chess 
The policy of ELDER, SMITH & CO., LIMITED has, for over 121 
years, been established on clear thinking and careful planning 
—a policy of planning and thinking that ensures a beneficial 
service to the farming community of Australia . . . . 
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